
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Artificial intelligence and robotics in the textile industry: Bayern Kapital 
to participate in Series A funding round for sewts  
 
Landshut/Munich, Germany, 09 August 2023 – Robotics start-up sewts has successfully completed a 
Series A funding round with a total volume of EUR 7 million. The Munich-based firm’s business model 
won over several top-tier robotics investors. A number of renowned international capital providers, 
namely Emerald Technology Ventures, CNB Capital, EquityPitcher Ventures and Nabtesco Technology 
Ventures, have joined existing investors Bayern Kapital, APEX Ventures and HTGF, which are 
increasing their investment from the seed funding round in 2021. 
 
Driven by technological progress, solutions based on robotics and AI are becoming increasingly prevalent 
in the world of work across a range of different industries. In the manufacturing and processing industry, 
there are already countless solutions for processing solid, form-stable raw materials such as metals. 
However, automation continues to pose a challenge when dealing with deformable and soft materials 
such as textiles or semi-finished products made from carbon fibre. This affects the clothing and textile 
industry and large-scale laundries in particular, which are struggling to find staff.  
 
sewts GmbH, founded in 2019 by engineering students Alexander Bley, Tim Doerks and Till Rickert using 
an EXIST Business Start-up Grant, endeavours to meet this need. With its unique combination of AI, 
robotics and material simulation, the Munich-based company has a vision to become the world’s leading 
partner for automation processes for easily deformable materials. sewts has designed innovative control 
and image processing software that allows robots to use smart algorithms developed in house to predict 
in real time how materials with an unstable form will behave when gripped and to respond with 
precision.  
 
Market introduction and further use cases in textile production  
 
In 2022, sewts launched VELUM, its first product ready for series production. VELUM is a robotic unit 
designed for industrial laundries that feeds wrinkled towels and other towelling products into the folding 
machine, thus helping to automate a predominantly manual activity. Up to 700 items can be processed 
per hour, at a speed similar to that achieved by humans. The product helps to overcome core challenges 
in the textiles sector, such as labour shortages, and considerably enhance process efficiency.   
 
Alongside the market launch of VELUM, sewts is already developing further automation solutions along 
the textile production life cycle. Last year, with support from the Otto Group, the Munich-based start-
up created a prototype for the automated handling of returns in online shopping. The founders’ long-
term vision is to manufacture clothing using automated robotics solutions. 
 
“We are delighted to announce that our Series A funding round has concluded and would like to thank 
all of the investors for the trust they have placed in us”, says sewts co-founder and co-CEO Alexander 
Bley. “We will use this fresh capital to progress with our growth targets internationally. These include 
launching further VELUM systems in international large-scale laundries and, as a next step, refining our 
prototype for the automated handling of returns in online shopping.” 
 
“With VELUM, sewts has brought an innovative product solution to market maturity and is already 
planning further promising automation solutions for the textile industry”, says Monika Steger, Managing 
Director of Bayern Kapital. “Textiles manufacturing and textiles recycling are returning closer to the 



 
consumer market. In this way, sewts is making a key contribution to overcoming staff shortages in textile 
firms and reaching global climate targets.” 
 
 

 
About sewts: 
Founded in 2019 and based in Munich, sewts GmbH provides cutting-edge perception software, pushing 
the boundaries of robotics in processing of easily deformable materials. sewts has developed and 
demonstrated a unique technology that uses high-precision simulations to efficiently train machine 
learning algorithms. The intelligent software solution is being combined with suitable hardware and 
enables countless applications in industrial automation like the handling of textiles in industrial laundries 
or the manufacturing of garment. sewts is backed by APEX Ventures, Bayern Kapital, CNB Capital, 
Emerald Technology Ventures, EquityPitcher Venture, High-Tech Gründerfonds, UnternehmerTUM 
Initiative for Industrial Innovators, Nabtesco Technology Ventures and a couple of highly experienced 
business angels. 
www.sewts.com 
 
 
About Bayern Kapital: 
Bayern Kapital GmbH, based in Landshut (Germany), is the venture/growth capital company of the Free 
State of Bavaria. It supports innovative high-tech companies in Bavaria through their various growth 
phases, from seed to later stage, with equity capital from EUR 0.25 to 25 million. Bayern Kapital often 
closes gaps in the VC area in proven consortium arrangements with private investors (business angels, 
family offices and corporate ventures). 
 
Bayern Kapital manages specialist investment funds with a volume of around EUR 700 million. Since its 
formation in 1995 at the initiative of the state government, the wholly-owned subsidiary of LfA Foerderbank 
Bayern has invested around EUR 450 million of its own equity capital so far in around 300 start-ups and 
scale-ups from industries such as life sciences, software & IT, materials & new materials, nanotechnology 
and environmental technology. More than 8,000 long-term jobs in sustainable companies have been 
created in Bavaria. The active portfolio currently comprises around 80 companies. 
 
Examples of the many ground-breaking success stories that Bayern Kapital has already supported at an 
early stage include EOS (now the world’s leading technology provider in industrial 3D printing of metals 
and plastics), Proglove, Fazua, SimScale, Scompler, egym, Parcellab, Cobrainer, Quantum Systems, 
Casavi, Riskmethods, Tubulis, Catalym, Immunic, Sirion, tado and many more. 
www.bayernkapital.de 
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